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There is no doubt that the evil of drink exists in Bardoli.
People generally think that persuading drink-addicts to give up
drinking is a difficult task. The difficulty proceeds from our lack
of will. If we reason with friends who drink and open their eyes
to the harm done by liquor, they will certainly listen to us.

All this work can be done only if we get a good number of
volunteers.

Doing these things is a preparation for jail. It is possible that
if we work in this way, we may not have to go to jail at all.
Our fitness for going to jail consists in our purity and hence the
residents of Bardoli should work unremittingly and remove what-
ever deficiencies still remain. Only then can the taluka be con-
sidered fit enough to shoulder the burden of the whole country,

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 5-2-1922

139. APPEAL TO PEOPLE OF BARDOLI
BARDOLI,
Sunday, Maha Sud 8 [February 5, 1922]
LEAFLET NO. 1
BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF BARDOLI,
I intend to address, as regularly as possible, open letters to
you.
It is not a light responsibility which you and I have under-
taken. You have taken upon your shoulders a burden for the
whole of India. You aspire to stand first in the test.
You wish to make the heaviest sacrifices and, with that end
in view, you have been working for complete self-purification.
May God fulfil your wishes. But, then, God's grace does not
descend upon us unless we strive.
I have just learnt that Antyaj children have already been en-
rolled in 18 national schools. I was indeed very happy to hear
this. As long as there is a single national school without Antjaj
pupils, it cannot be said that the resolution of the Parishad1 has
been carried out.
Similarly, spinning-wheels must be introduced into every
home. No man or woman who has joined non-co-operation may
wear anything except hand-spun khadi.
1 The Bardoli Taluka Conference held on January 29, 1922